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JOBS COLUMN
By Linds Sanders
Adopting a new 
perspective
OCCUPATIONAL 
HAZARDS
BIG BACKH A N D SUPS 
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The Montana Kaimin, in its 114th 
year, is published by the students 
of The University of Montana, Mis-
soula. The UM School of Journal-
ism uses the Montana Kaimin for 
practice courses but assumes no 
control over policy or content. 
The Montana Kaimin is printed on 
campus by Printing and Graphics.
Send letters to the editor to 
opinion@montanakaimin.com. 
Editorials are discussed and writ-
ten by Kaimin editors. 
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They press their bodies into the bars, trying to melt through 
them. Frustrated, some throw a paw out, reaching for the belt 
of my coat. Others just sit and incessantly meow me over to 
their metal coop. I wish I had this effect every time I entered 
a room.
The 30-some shelter cats at Missoula Animal Control did not 
want me; they wanted my hands, my warmth and my love. All 
I wanted to do was sit on the tile floor, take out each tabby, 
Siamese and long-haired cat, one at a time, and scratch that 
special place under their chin. Mary Johnson knows the feel-
ing. She has been an Animal Control Officer for 26 years.
It was a slow day on calls, so Johnson and I ran a few errands 
and routine patrols. First we picked up a 3-month-old rough 
collie (“Lassie”!) and an old Chihuahua (small and annoying) 
from the vet. They were both neutered, a practice Mary and all 
shelter workers advocate strongly. The Chihuahua sat on my 
lap for the seven-mile ride back to the station. Back at home I 
have a big dog — a hundred-pound dog that hugs you back, 
pins you down and drools on your face ‘til you cry uncle. In my 
arms was a shivering, pathetic excuse for a dog. Every move he 
made was done nervously. He threw a few licks on my cheek 
with a quick tongue, like a middle-school date. I half expected 
him to ask me in a cracking voice, “Was that OK?” That was 
mile one.
Mile two: I was holding onto his four-pound frame so he 
wouldn’t fly off my lap every time we halted at a red light. Mile 
three, I massaged his velvet ears, because the poor thing just 
had surgery. By mile six I hugged him close to my chest and 
asked Johnson his name. “He doesn’t have one yet,” she said. 
Grey hairs sprouted around his snout and enormous eyes. He 
was old, old enough to have a name. “Here,” Johnson pushed 
some medical paperwork in my hand and asked me to run the 
dog inside. I looked up from his caramel fur. We were at the 
shelter. Where did those seven miles go? I nodded and stepped 
out, holding on tightly to N (I named him N for “Name” on the 
last mile). I adopted N’s timid nature and nervously sauntered 
the last 10 paces we had together across the parking lot.  
It was a slow day. We did not bust any owners for breaking 
the leash law, pull a skunk out of a window well, investigate 
a case of animal abuse, teach elementary kids about animal 
care or site Rattlesnake residents for not bear-proofing their 
garbage. But we did drive N back from the vet to be adopted by 
an old lady, who will not need seven miles to fall in love with 
his big buggy eyes.
lindsay.sanders@umontana.edu
Linds will shadow a different niche job each week, participating as 
much as possible to learn the ins and outs of odd professions.
Valerie Rinder
Big ups to Brazil for finally 
proving what we always sus-
pected — Gandhi pees in the 
shower. An ad released by an 
environmental group there is 
encouraging people to break soci-
ety’s golden rule in order to save 
water — 1,157 gallons a year per 
household — through a commer-
cial showing that everyone from 
Ghandi to King Kong does it.
Backhands to the Libyan 
rebel forces for killing fashionista 
dictator Muammar el-Qaddafi 
before we got the chance to take 
him shopping with us at Sunglass 
Hut. 
Big ups to Kim Kardashian 
for pulling a Marie Antoinette 
and telling the Occupy Wall 
Street protesters to eat cake! 
Wait, what’s that? Kim was 
just distracted by a cake at 
some ritzy NYC event while 
Run DMC’s Russell Simmons 
was telling her he’d been at the 
protests every day. That makes 
sense. 
Backhands to the New 
Jersey stoner who mails “larger-
than-life” New Jersey Gov. Chris 
Christie a gram of weed every 
week. Fortunately, Christie said 
NJWeedman.com’s — yes, that 
is his name — ganja gifts have 
never made it to him. Just imag-
ine what the governor’s munchie 
snacks would look like! Meatball 
sub sundae anyone? 
PETRIFIED?
PLEASED?
PISSED? Write a letter.
Please email letters of 300 words or fewer to 
opinion@montanakaimin.com, or drop them off in 
Don Anderson Hall 208. Please include a phone 
number. Letters are printed on Thursdays.
Cover photo by Nick Gast
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Don’t follow in the footsteps 
of a strong president.
University of Montana Pres-
ident Royce Engstrom received 
that recommendation several 
years ago when he attended a 
workshop exploring the college 
presidency. He was also told 
the hardest job is to become 
president of one’s own univer-
sity.
But he says he has done 
exactly what he was advised 
against doing and wouldn’t 
have it any other way.
Engstrom related this an-
ecdote and offered advice of 
his own to alumni of Leader-
ship Montana, a program that 
teaches leadership skills to pro-
fessionals throughout the state.
Former UM President 
George Dennison flew in from 
Denver to join the discussion, 
which also included Montana’s 
Commissioner for Higher Edu-
cation Sheila Stearns and Re-
gent Clayton Christian, who 
moderated the event.
Dennison said he knew he 
wanted to retire around 2010 
shortly after taking office more 
than two decades ago.
“It takes at least five years 
to learn where the bathroom is 
except for the one in your of-
fice, and then it takes another 
five years to implement the 
things you want to do and gain 
a sense of how to do it,” he said.
Once Dennison retired, he 
left Missoula, accepting an ad-
vising job within the Colorado 
State University System. He 
said getting out of town was a 
smart move because it allowed 
Engstrom to make his own re-
lationships and plans.
But before catching a plane 
to Denver, Dennison made 
sure Engstrom was prepared 
for the job. 
“One of the most important 
things he did for me, and that 
he would do for any provost, 
was to involve me in the kinds 
of presidential-level decisions 
that had to be made and in-
volve me most importantly in 
the relationships that ultimate-
ly become critical to the presi-
dent,” Engstrom said.
Despite these steps, Eng-
strom said he can’t help but 
sometimes get bogged down 
answering emails and signing 
papers. The key, he said, is to 
set aside time to think about 
the bigger picture, which is 
easier when other administra-
tors and policymakers take 
over talking about university 
goals.
Amy Sisk
Montana Kaimin
Administrators discuss transitions in leadership
MONTANA
Megan Jae Riggs/Montana Kaimin
University of Montana President Royce Engstrom, right, and previous 
president George Dennison discuss transitions of power in leadership Thurs-
day at the Holiday Inn downtown. 
Though Engstrom may have 
a handle on the job, Dennison 
plans to move back to the place 
he called home for more than 
two decades. He said he’s look-
ing forward to returning to 
Missoula next fall to compile 
a history of the University of 
Montana.
amy.sisk@umontana.edu
Montana Kaimin
Friday, October 21, 2011SPORTS4
Throw away the record books.
Forget the Montana Grizzlies’ 
three-game winning streak.
Never mind the loss Northern 
Arizona suffered at the paws of 
Montana State last weekend.
When the Griz and Lumber-
jacks meet, it’s always tight. 
The 12th-ranked Grizzlies (5-2, 
4-1 Big Sky Conference) expect a 
close battle with the Northern Ari-
zona Lumberjacks (2-4, 1-3 BSC) on 
Saturday at 4 p.m. inside NAU’s 
J. Lawrence Walkup Skydome in 
Flagstaff, Ariz.
“As far as going down to Flag-
staff,” head coach Robin Pflugrad 
said, “that’s always been a tough 
trip.”
After three straight conference 
wins to keep within striking dis-
tance of Big Sky leader Montana 
State, Pflugrad says there is no time 
to slow up.
  “I think our challenge to our 
team is to stay hungry,” Pflugrad 
said. “There’s not a team talented 
enough in this league that can ex-
hale.”
Though Montana has won 33 of 
44 contests with Northern Arizona 
 — and 22 of the last 23 — the last 
couple of clashes have come down 
to the wire.
Last year in Missoula, the Lum-
berjacks held a 21-17 lead with 1:59 
left to play after an 11-yard touch-
down scamper, but NAU failed to 
convert a two-point conversion af-
ter an incomplete pass.
With five seconds left, wide re-
ceiver C.J. Atkins, who is sidelined 
this year with a knee injury, scored 
on a 1-yard pass from quarterback 
Justin Roper, pushing the game out 
of reach for NAU and recording a 
24-21 Griz victory.
“As we all know, that really came 
down to the last play of the game,” 
Pflugrad said. “C.J. made a tremen-
dous catch to help us win that foot-
ball game.
“You want to take that memory 
down there and try to expand on 
it.”
Last weekend, the Grizzlies 
rode a stellar performance from the 
defense and running back Jordan 
Canada, to mount a second half 
comeback win 30-24 over Portland 
State.
  The Grizzlies allowed a mere 
109 total yards, six first downs, and 
limited the Vikings’ shifty rushing 
attack to 38 yards in the second half 
after being down 21-10 at halftime. 
Montana out-scored the Vikings, 
Montana, NAU set for tight battle
Daniel Mediate
Montana Kaimin
Forest Chaput de Saintonge/Montana Kaimin
Wide receiver Sam Gratton, a junior at the University of Montana, runs the football past the Portland State Vikings. 
The Grizzlies beat the Vikings 30-24 during Saturday’s game at Washington-Grizzly Stadium. 
who entered the game ranked third 
in the nation in rushing, 20-3 in the 
second half.
  “Everybody did their job,” se-
nior defensive end Ryan Fetherston 
said. “One-eleventh.”
After missing last year with an 
injury, junior defensive end Josh 
Harris used last weekend’s game to 
showcase his return. Harris tallied a 
career-high nine tackles, along with 
2.5 tackles for a loss and a sack to 
pace Montana’s defense.
“We just got to keep fighting, 
everybody doing their individual 
part of the big piece of the puzzle,” 
Pflugrad said.
  Senior cornerback Houston 
Roots played off Harris’ pressure up 
front to snatch two game-changing 
interceptions, continuing to build 
FOOTBALL
GRIZ[ ]tracker
What: UM men’s hockey 
team will host Idaho this 
weekend
When: Saturday, Oct. 22 
at 7 p.m. and Sunday, Oct. 23 
at 10 a.m.
Where: Glacier Ice Rink in 
Missoula
the defense as the Grizzlies’ pillar.
“The defense has been kind of 
like chicken soup; it’s a ‘feel good’ 
situation,” Pflugrad said. “It’s kind 
of like a settling force.”
In the second half of the PSU 
win, Montana’s offense racked up 
254 yards of total offense, along 
with 11 first downs.
Canada, a redshirt freshman 
from Duarte, Calif., racked up some 
mileage after rushing 13 times for 
160 yards and a touchdown in the 
second half, including a 75-yard 
run.
Sophomore quarterback Jordan 
Johnson was 10-of-18 for 128 yards. 
Senior kicker Brody McKnight hit 
all three of his field goal attempts, 
splitting the uprights from 27, 24 
and 42 yards out, earning a second-
straight Big Sky Player of the Week 
honor.
The Lumberjacks head into Sat-
urday’s matchup off a 41-24 loss at 
Montana State. NAU junior quarter-
back Cary Grossart was 10-of-20 for 
249 yards and two scores and was 
See FOOTBALL, page 12
through the store on a quest, but finding what they need is proving to 
be more difficult than they’d expected. They wind through the aisle, 
and when they reach rows of cooking spices, they realize they have to 
turn back. Snaking past mops and lines of brightly colored soaps, they 
know they’re getting closer.    
Finally, at the very back of Walmart, glinting under fluorescent 
lights, they find them — broomsticks of different sizes, shapes and 
colors. 
“Look at them. Shining and golden,” University of Montana fresh-
man Alex Hall says as she gravitates toward the wooden brooms. Her 
reflective light blue coat makes a swishing noise as she pulls one down. 
Freshman Elaine Merrit takes one too, her brown eyes scrutinizing the 
broom’s straw bristles. 
“You want to give it a try?” Merrit asks Hall, her eyes glinting mis-
chievously.
Hall grins. 
Sally Finneran/Montana Kaimin
From left, Elaine Merritt and Alex Hall test out brooms Saturday, Oct. 15 in the Brooks Street Walmart.
Hall and Merrit set their brooms be-
tween their legs and race down the 
aisle.  Their hands clutch the broom 
handles, and the bristles swing back 
and forth behind them as their legs 
pump. The sloppy clopping noises 
Hall’s rain boots make on the lino-
leum floor echo in the huge store, 
but employees don’t seem to notice 
the two women careening toward 
the produce section.
“It’s high-quality broomage,” 
Merrit says. “I feel like I could get 
some speed with this.”  
Merrit’s brown hair is pulled 
back into a ponytail and loose 
strands are held in place by an 
elastic headband, making her just 
as aerodynamic as she’d like her 
broom to be. 
“This isn’t a cleaning broom. It’s 
a riding broom,” she says. 
The brooms had been mere 
sweeping tools while on the rack, 
but they’ve changed in the past few 
moments.
They’re Quidditch brooms now. 
Harvard and Yale have Quid-
ditch teams.  And soon enough, if 
all goes according to plan, the Uni-
versity of Montana will join those 
prestigious schools and have a team 
of its own.  
Quidditch is a wizarding game 
from the Harry Potter books, a 
game played on flying brooms. 
All around the country, college 
students are playing Quidditch 
because they were 11 when Harry 
Potter was 11. When he got his in-
vitation to go to Hogwarts School 
of Witchcraft and Wizardry, so did 
they.
School dances, dating, creating 
a values system, searching for an 
identity. Both the real and fictional 
teens went through similar things 
at the same time, and that creates 
a bond, says Heather Bruce, a UM 
professor and director of the Mon-
tana Writing Project.
“This will be with you always, 
that you grew up with Harry Pot-
ter,” Bruce says. “And he and his es-
capades impacted how you thought 
about the world.”
Sophie Paton, who started the 
UM Quidditch team, says she iden-
tifies with a certain female Harry 
Potter character, sharing with her 
wavy blond hair, large blue eyes 
and a penchant for humming in 
dorm hallways. And possession of 
radish earrings.
She sees herself in Luna Loveg-
ood “because she’s a weird kid, and 
I’m a pretty weird kid.”
These college students read Har-
ry Potter when they were younger, 
but in a way, they also lived it, con-
troversy and all.
Sally Finneran/Montana Kaimin
Sophie Paton and Elaine Merritt hold the brooms they decided to purchase at the Brooks Street Walmart.
Tim Goessman/Montana Kaimin
The UM Quidditch team stretches before practice Tuesday night in Schreiber Gymnasium. 
person dressed in 
a black cloak yelled 
“Accio!” pointing a 
wand at something 
just out of sight, 
trying to summon 
it from behind a 
counter.  It was 11:50 p.m.  Only ten 
minutes left, but it felt like weeks. 
Hundreds of cloaked people of 
all ages queued around him, pred-
ator-like, hungering for something 
they could only metaphorically de-
vour.  A book. 
Literature professor Jason Coo-
per remembers midnight release 
parties, but he remembers them 
from behind the counter at Barnes 
and Noble. He remembers the high-
energy atmosphere — he said even 
he experienced a thrill — but the 
crash after the high would hit him 
hard. 
 “That was exciting to see so 
many people so excited to go home 
and, even though it was one o’ clock 
in the morning, start reading a new 
novel,” Cooper says.
But as the nights wore on, and as 
he thought about it, his exuberance 
fled. 
“I felt like I was on an assembly 
line, right?” Cooper says.  “And it 
felt so mechanized and corporate 
to me.
“It so quickly came to feel less 
like a book and more like a prod-
uct.”
Cooper avoids Harry Potter, 
though he did give the books one 
chance.  He read “Harry Potter and 
the Sorcerer’s Stone,” and he wasn’t 
impressed.
“I disliked the first one enough 
not to read the rest of them,” Coo-
per says. 
He says he doesn’t think J.K. 
Rowling is a good writer. 
But the people who bought the 
8.3 million copies of “Harry Potter 
and the Deathly Hallows” in the 
first 24 hours of its release probably 
disagree.
Translated into at least 67 lan-
guages, Rowling has sold about 450 
million copies of her books.  
And though critics don’t think 
Potter is obsession-worthy, Jeff 
Rudski, a professor at Muhlenberg 
College in Pennsylvania, says some 
people have shown signs of “Harry 
Potter addiction.”
After he noticed what looked 
like “withdrawal symptoms” in 
his friends after the O.J. Simpson 
verdict was announced in 1994, he 
swore to do a study the next time 
he noticed a pop-culture phenom-
enon that had the potential to leave 
people feeling the same way, like 
“zombies,” after it ended.
When he noticed signs of “Har-
ry Potter addiction” in his daugh-
ter, he knew the time was ripe. He 
posted a survey online, and within 
hours he had thousands of respons-
es from hardcore fans. Ten to 20 per-
cent of those fans showed signs of 
addiction, he says.
“I think we’re wired to get ad-
dicted to things,” Rudski says. “Or 
to find things very engaging.”
Becoming “addicted” to ideas 
rather than chemicals isn’t some-
thing unique to Harry Potter fans. 
In the past, people have obsessed 
about “Star Wars,” “Lord of the 
Rings” or even Dungeons and 
Dragons. 
Though people do exhibit addic-
tion-like symptoms, he said these 
“addictions” aren’t harmful like 
drug addiction.
“Harry Potter ‘addiction’ doesn’t 
ruin your life,” he said. “It’s more a 
very strong form of engagement, 
which can interfere with aspects of 
your life in rare instances.”
 Rudski says he nurtured his 
daughter’s “addiction,” because she 
started taking Latin so she could 
understand the spells better, and 
learned the guitar to play in a Wiz-
ard Rock band, a band that plays 
Harry-Potter-related songs. 
Harry Potter, and her resultant 
obsession, positively affected her, 
just as it has benefited many young 
fans.
“J.K. Rowling’s writings have 
had a significant, positive effect on 
more young people reading,” UM 
literacy studies professor Rhea 
Ashmore says.  “And that is so im-
portant in today’s society where so 
many young adults are not reading 
as much as they used to as com-
pared to the 1950s and 1960s.”
Ashmore says the Harry Potter 
books, in particular, have helped 
students because they’re fun ex-
amples of quality young-adult lit-
erature. 
“I imagine that quite a few of our 
new teachers, the young teachers 
going into schools today, will prob-
Tim Goessman/Montana Kaimin
The UM Quidditch team stretches before practice Tuesday night in Schreiber Gymnasium. 
Tim Goessman/Montana Kaimin
 Kelsey Hay and Brittany Higgins race their teammates to the end of the gym.
Continued on next page
 in the education department love 
Harry Potter.  
“I imagine that quite a few 
of our new teachers, the young 
teachers going into schools today, 
will probably even promote Har-
ry Potter,” Ashmore says. 
But that might cause problems 
among parents. The American Li-
brary Association cites the Harry 
Potter series as the most banned 
or challenged books from 2000 to 
2009. 
Many parents challenged the 
books for religious reasons like 
condemning witchcraft.  
UM senior Myra Nurre says 
if she had a child in a classroom 
where Harry Potter was being 
taught, she would ask that her 
child receive an alternate reading 
assignment. While she doesn’t 
want to impose her views on oth-
ers, she says she tries to avoid Har-
ry Potter, even the films, because 
they feel too heavy and dark. 
“It comes in between my re-
lationship with God when I do 
participate or watch the film,” she 
says. “I feel like there’s a second 
world that’s happening around us 
that we don’t see, and so our battle 
is really in the spiritual realm.” 
After watching one of the 
last movies, she had nightmares 
for a month and a half.  She says 
watching or reading Harry Potter 
can open doors for “the enemy to 
come and torment” her. 
But Harry Potter can be hard to 
avoid. 
Nurre lives in a house on Edith 
Street, and though everyone who 
lives there is Christian or Catholic, 
two of her roommates, who are 
also her best friends, like Harry 
Potter and have made jokes in the 
past that have made her uncom-
fortable. 
A closet under a staircase in 
their home used to be called “the 
cupboard under the stairs.”  In 
“Sorcerer’s Stone,” Harry slept in 
such a cupboard, so when peo-
ple used to come into the house, 
they’d point to the closet and ask, 
“Does Harry Potter live there?” 
When she asked them to stop 
calling it that, Nurre says her 
friends understood.
“We call it ‘the cranny’ now.  We 
renamed it that,” she says.
Others avoided Harry Potter 
for different reasons, and though 
they never quite got into it, they 
have had to deal with it   — and 
probably will have to continue 
putting up with others’ obses-
sions as new fads come out. 
People seem to become most 
obsessed with fantasy, probably 
because they can immerse them-
selves in an entirely new world. 
“Twilight,” riding on Harry Pot-
ter’s coattails, has also become a 
blockbuster book and movie fran-
chise. 
Obsessive fans of “Star Wars” 
and “The Lord of the Rings” still 
exist, and Potter’s longevity is 
bound to be similar, especially be-
cause many of Harry’s fans feel a 
special connection with him and 
his friends, because they seem 
real.
So even though the Harry Pot-
ter franchise closed with the final 
film in theaters over the summer, 
UM’s own Lunas, Harrys and 
Rons are forming a Quidditch 
team.
Rudski says playing Quidditch 
isn’t a sign of “Harry Potter addic-
tion.” Instead, it’s about reliving 
happy moments.
“A lot of people felt that the 
Harry Potter series was emblem-
atic of their childhood,” Rudski 
says. “They grew up along with 
Harry, and when that ended, it 
was like an episode of their life 
had closed.”
Many people, he says, closed 
the back cover of “Deathly Hal-
lows” and felt that act symbolized 
the end of childhood.
“They kind of look at engag-
ing in those things, besides them 
being fun — I played Quidditch, 
myself — it’s like going through 
old childhood picture albums. 
You know, reminiscing with 
friends,” Rudski says.
he players look 
as though they’re 
riding horses as 
they race, ban-
dy-legged with 
brooms under 
them, across Sch-
reiber Gym. It’s 
Tuesday night, 
and 11 women 
dressed in athletic clothes, at 
least one wearing a Harry Potter-
themed shirt, came to practice.
Those without brooms don’t 
gallop like their counterparts, but 
they hold one hand behind their 
backs.  Since you need to hold 
your broom, you can only catch 
the Quaffle, a volleyball, with one 
hand. In Quidditch, three Chasers 
throw the Quaffle back and forth 
and score by sinking it in one of 
three hoops, usually hula hoops 
held up with PVC pipes, at their 
end of a field or gym.
Nick Gast/Montana Kaimin
UM Senior Myra Nurre points out the “cupboard under the stairs” Thursday 
in her Edith Street home. 
Catching with one hand while 
holding a broomstick is hard.
A ball soars through the air, and 
Sophie Paton catches it between 
her hand and her face.  Slowly, her 
fingers prod it, moving it across 
her cheek and into the crook of 
her neck. 
She lowers her chin toward her 
shoulder, stabilizing the ball in a 
vice as her teammates laugh.
Catching is only one skill a well-
rounded Quidditch player needs to 
hone.  Dodging is another. 
In the books, two Beaters use 
bats to hit balls called Bludgers at 
other players. In real Quidditch, 
serious injuries are frequent — in 
Muggle Quidditch, not so much.
Muggles, or non-magical people, 
use soft dodge balls, and when a 
player is hit, they step off the field.  
Freshman Shannon Buswell 
yells, “NOOOO!” when Brittany 
Higgins, also a freshman, draws 
near. 
Higgins raises her throwing 
arm, and her victim cringes. One of 
Buswell’s knees and an elbow con-
verge at her torso, protecting her vi-
tal organs and obscuring her black 
Griz shirt. Her face contorts at the 
prospect of impact.
Evidently the sight doesn’t 
arouse sympathy in Higgins, and 
her innocent smile belies her feroc-
ity.  She winds her arm back and 
catapults the projectile at Buswell.
Slam. Buswell’s hit. 
Higgins is a natural Keeper, 
a player who defends the hoops 
Chasers score through, because 
she’s tall — comparatively. When 
the group decides to use metal bars 
hanging from part of the ceiling as 
impromptu hoops, Higgins volun-
teers to be Keeper, though the bot-
tom bar, over which a ball has to 
sail, is about a foot above her head.
“Can I be the Keeper?” she asks. 
They hadn’t planned on having 
anyone Keep, because the bar is so 
high. They were just going to prac-
tice scoring.
“That would be so far to jump!” 
Mersades Lodge, a sophomore, 
says.
“I can do it,” Higgins says, amid 
the affirmation of her teammates, 
who acknowledge her as an obvi-
ous Keeper.
Somebody shoots and the 
Quaffle cruises through the hoop, 
half a foot above Higgins’ reaching 
hands.
“Ohp!” Higgins exclaims, laugh-
ing. “No, I can’t.”
But she manages to block a few 
in the end.
They didn’t bring a sock to prac-
tice, so there isn’t a Snitch. In the 
books, a Snitch is an extremely fast 
golden ball with wings. A Seeker’s 
job is to catch the Snitch. 
In Muggle Quidditch, a player 
is the Snitch.  Dressed all in yellow 
with a tennis ball inside a sock at-
tached to his or her pants, the Snitch 
has to evade the seekers from the 
two competing teams and can roam 
outside the playing field. The Snitch 
is the only player who doesn’t carry 
a broomstick, and a Seeker’s broom 
has to be lighter than that of the oth-
ers. Speed is key.
When Buswell arrives at prac-
tice she notices the wooden brooms 
some people had purchased at 
Walmart. She looks down at the 
one she’d brought — a much lighter, 
plastic one with shorter, synthetic 
bristles. 
Paton looks at Buswell’s broom.
“This is a Seeker broom,” Paton 
says.
“Then it’s not mine,” Buswell re-
plies.
To be a Seeker, you have to be 
fast, as fast as the Snitch.
Elaine Merrit wants to be a 
Snitch, and she’s fast enough.
Six players line up to race.  On 
one of each person’s feet, a broom 
handle rests, inert.
Until Paton yells, “UP!”  
The brooms jump into each per-
son’s hand. Well, each person kicks 
the broom up into their hand, at 
least.
Once they grasp the brooms, 
each streak toward the other end 
of the gym. Merrit wins every time, 
finishing 10 feet ahead of all the 
other players. 
When practice is over, the team 
comes together to do a cheer.  They 
put their hands together in the mid-
dle of a circle, but it takes a while for 
them to decide what to shout when 
they raise their arms.
“What are we saying?” someone 
asks.
“Quidditch!” 
“No, it’s got to be cooler than 
that,” Higgins retorts.
After more deliberation, they 
decide on “Crookshanks!” — the 
name of Hermione’s cat in the 
books.
They tense up their arms, antici-
pating the moment they’ll yell, and 
the first try ends up sounding more 
like “Crookshanks?” than “Crook-
shanks!” But the next time they get 
it right.
“CROOKSHANKS!” they shout 
in unison.  
The first quidditch practice of the 
season is a success.
rebecca.calabrese@umontana.edu
For a close-up look
 at Quidditch, visit
montanakaimin.com/multimedia
Find UM Quidditch on
Facebook or visit
internationalquidditch.org
1. Kelsey Hay tries to steal the Quaffle from Diana Nettleton. 2.Shannon Buswell carries the Quaffle while (from left) Sasha Heyneman, Brittany Higgins and Gerta Rehfeld try to block her 
from shooting. 3. Elaine Merrit practices mounting her broom while the Quidditch team waits for the bus back to campus.
Sally Finneran/Montana Kaimin
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Each semester, students of simi-
lar interests convene and organize 
to form a new generation of student 
groups on the University of Mon-
tana campus. There were 178 stu-
dent groups recognized by the As-
sociated Students of the University 
of Montana last academic year, with 
15 to 20 new groups starting up. 
More than 200 groups are expected 
to be active this year. Here are just 
a few of this semester’s new groups.
The public usually cringes 
when smoke fills the air, but 
some get excited about digging 
through embers. The Student 
Association for Fire Ecology 
and Management gathers those 
people together to study and 
work in the fire industry. Be it 
the science or management of 
fire, this group is all about net-
working and continuing the ca-
maraderie for those in the fire 
world. Grad student Ted Adams, 
who is reorganizing the group, 
said he hopes to get members in-
volved in some prescribed burn-
ing, research and job training. 
Their first meeting is Tuesday, 
at 6 p.m. in the Clapp Building 
room 426, and you can get on 
their mailing list by writing to 
umsafem@gmail.com.
It is well into the bow-hunting 
season and many members of 
the Archery Club are out in the 
field seeking live prey, but oth-
ers in the club prefer those that 
stand still. “We have a mix of 
people,” said vice president Ellie 
Cosgrove, a sophomore study-
ing wildlife biology. “There are 
some who practice with us for 
hunting and others who do it 
for sport. Some are hoping to 
put together a team for competi-
tion.” In addition to practicing, 
Cosgrove said they are setting 
up seminars on bow mainte-
nance, as well as trips to prac-
tice on 3D targets. They meet at 
the Archery Center of Montana 
on Mondays from 5-7 p.m. and 
Thursdays from 4-6 p.m.
Enjoying Life Sober is a so-
cial group for those who want 
to hang out with fellow college 
students without the presence 
of drugs and alcohol. There are 
three types of people in this club 
said co-founder Diane Jordan, a 
graduate student in counseling 
education. There are those who 
struggle with substance abuse, 
those who want to avoid being 
around others using drugs or al-
cohol and those who simply sup-
port a substance-free lifestyle. 
Like them on Facebook to find 
out about their Planning Party 
to plan parties.
¡Saludos amigos! Bienvenidos 
to the Latin American Student 
Association, organized this se-
mester to provide a resource for 
those studying Spanish, as well 
as anyone interested in Latin 
American travel, history, food, 
music etc. Efren Duarte, a non-
traditional student studying in-
ternational business and Span-
ish education, started the group. 
This club represents Spanish cul-
ture and the diversity of cultures 
throughout the Spanish-speak-
ing world. This club is conduct-
ed both in English and Spanish. 
They meet every Thursday at 6 
p.m. in UC 222.
If primitive outdoor survival on 
a fall day gets you excited, check out 
the Wilderness Skills Club. This 
group gathers to swap knowledge 
of primal expertise on living out-
of-doors without the technolo-
gies of man. Instead of going out 
into the woods with matches and 
tents, this group teaches skills like 
how to make fire by friction, natu-
ral element structure building, 
fiber rope making and wildlife 
tracking. “The earth can teach you 
everything you need to know,” 
said founder Dave Remmen, a 
junior studying wildlife biology. 
Find them on Wednesdays in the 
Forestry Building room 106 from 
6:10-7 p.m.
For more information on these 
groups, look them up on Facebook 
or on the ASUM website under 
“Student Group Listing.”
hannah.ryan@umontana.edu
ON
THE
CAMPUS
New student groups
Hannah J. Ryan
Montana Kaimin
Tim Goessman/Montana Kaimin
LEFT: University of Montana stu-
dent Ben Kirkendall steadies his 
bow Thursday before shooting a 
foam bear at the Archery Center 
of Montana during UM Archery 
Club’s weekly practice.
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When you’re ready to shred 
but there’s no snow on the 
ground, head for the ice rink.
That’s where Edge of the 
World skate shop went for the 
ice shavings to cover their ter-
rain park for Saturday’s Shred 
Fest at Caras Park. Jake Barrow, 
the owner of Edge of the World, 
said they’ve got a massive pile 
of the “snow” waiting under 
a tarp to turn Caras Park into 
a winter wonderland for the 
snowboard-only rail jam.
The event is free for specta-
tors and will take place from 
4:30 to 8 p.m. on Saturday. It 
features an invite-only rail jam 
competition for boarders, food 
and drink vendors and music 
provided by local DJs. It’s the 
first year Edge of the World has 
put on this type of event, Bar-
row said, though it’s been tra-
dition to hold a themed snow-
board party at the shop for a 
number of years.
“We’ve been doing stuff like 
that for forever and [it] was start-
ing to get too big,” he said. “We 
thought, ‘Why don’t we just 
make it into one big event?’”
Based loosely on the Edge of 
the World snowboard parties 
and last year’s Caras Park Rail 
Jam, Shred Fest is sponsored 
almost entirely by Burton 
Snowboards. Barrow said Edge 
of the World has been working 
on the event with Billy Ander-
son from Burton’s marketing 
team, after they met at an event 
in Salt Lake City, Utah last year.
“I think this is the first 
event that Burton has given a 
shop money to do it,” he said. 
“They’ll always send prizes, 
but for us to get money and 
prizes, it’s pretty amazing. We 
must have made a good im-
pression on the guy.”
James Fleege, the event’s 
primary organizer, said Bur-
ton’s presence helps legitimize 
the event and is a progressive 
move for the snowboarding 
community in Missoula.
 “In a town like Missoula, 
there’s never much support 
for the freestyle community,” 
he said. “This is an attempt to 
show Missoula that there can 
be a freestyle community here 
and that people are stoked 
about it.”
Barrow said the rail jam in-
cludes a set of about 30 stairs 
with a railing, “basically like 
stairs you’d see on campus.” 
There will also be a quarter 
pipe and a hubba, which is a 
ledge on a staircase railing. 
Andy Schulz, the terrain park 
manager at Lost Trail, built the 
features for the event.
Although anyone can come 
to watch Shred Fest, competi-
tors must be invited to par-
ticipate. So far, Barrow said, 
they’ve invited 25 or so board-
ers and expect to cap the rail 
jam at 30 riders.
“We want rippers down 
there because it’s a spectator 
event,” he said. “We don’t want 
just any old guy coming out of 
the woods saying, ‘Yeah, I can 
shred.’”
Burton professional Alex 
Andrews, an up-and-coming 
freestyle snowboarder from 
Salt Lake City, will be present 
to judge the contest and do a 
little shredding himself. Bur-
ton will also have a represen-
tative manning a tent at Caras 
Park throughout the event.
Mainly, it’s about getting 
Missoula’s boarding communi-
ty together for an anticipatory 
“hurrah” before the snow flies, 
Barrow said.
“We’re basically just party-
ing and getting raged for the 
season. That’s the only reason 
we ever did our snowboard 
party — to get boarders all in 
one place before the season 
starts.”
emily.downing@umontana.edu
Emily Downing
Montana Kaimin
SHREDDIN‘ IT UP
Shred Fest to kick off boarding season
  k i o s k
K A I M I N  C L A S S I F I E D S
The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for 
advertisements which are placed in the 
Kiosk. We urge all readers to use their 
best judgement and investigate fully any 
offers of employment, investment or re-
lated topics before paying out any money.
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.40 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.50 per 5-word line/day
R A T E S
Lost and found ads may be placed 
in the Kiosk free of charge. They can 
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.
The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepay-
ment is required. Ads may be placed at 
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email: 
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.
montanakaimin 
Office Staff
AD REPRESENTATIVES
Lindsay Farnsworth
Nic Headlee
Kinsey Netzorg
Ashley Oppel 
Lauren Hall
Katie Gullickson
PRODUCTION
Lynn Campbell
OFFICE ASSISTANTS
Ian Fletcher
Walter M. Kelly III
Kara Naftz
OFFICE MANAGER
Ruth Johnson
      
      COSTUMES ON FACEBOOK
Facebook, go to- Carlo’s One Night Stand- 
See costumes and have fun. 
543-6350 12-8 everyday.
         FAB COSTUME RENTALS
Wigs, corsets, gloves, fishnets, GoGo 
boots, Madonna, afros, Austin P., medi-
eval, colored tuxes, 1000’s more.  109 3rd 
St. Everyday 12-8pm. Call 543-6350
                 FOR RENT 
Weekend cabins 30 minutes away from 
Missoula. $45-65/night. Rock Creek 
Cabins 251-6611.
             FOR SALE 
Used furniture & appliance on sale now at 
Donation Warehouse.
www.donationwarehouse.net
Egyptian, 6 inch hose, 38 inch rotating 
blue and silver hookah. Brand new. Joint 
Effort 1918 Brooks Street. Holiday Village 
Shopping Center. 
Scales, Scales, Scales; low prices! The 
Joint Effort. Holiday Village Shopping 
Center. 1918 Brooks Street.
New Hookahs; lots of shisha, two sizes 
of charcoal. The Joint Effort 1918 Brooks 
Street. Holiday Village Shopping Center.
Last farmers market on Saturday at Clark 
Fork River Market. Under Higgins Bridge. 
Come see Uncle Bill for your sausage 
needs. 
         HALLOWEEN COSTUMES
Carlo’s costumes, wigs, makeup, fishnets, 
1000’s of rentals. 109 3rd St. 543-6350
 
  HELP WANTED 
The PJW College of Education and 
Human Sciences seeks dynamic self-
starters for office/innovation team. Must 
qualify for work-study. Drop off resume or 
email it to matt.house@mso.umt.edu 
(PJW Ed Center 321).
     PERSONALS 
FEEL BETTER FAST! This seminar helps 
you learn skills for dealing with stress, 
feeling down or anxious and relationship 
concerns. The dates for the seminar are 
Monday’s Oct. 24th-Nov. 14th 3:10-4:30. 
To register, call the Counseling and 
Psychological Service: 243-4711.
Interested in mental health issues on 
campus?  Join the student group ACTIVE 
MINDS.  To attend our next meeting 
contact us at 243-2809.
              RENTAL COSTUMES
Carlo’s rents costumes open everyday 
12-8pm. Wigs, tights, pettiecoats,
543-6350
       SERVICES 
Reliable pc/laptop repair. Voted best of 
Missoula 2011. Student discounts! 136 E. 
Broadway Computer Central 542-6540
Plenty of teeth cleaning appointments 
available at Curry Health Center Dental 
Clinic.  Call us at 243-5445
Laundry: SOUTH CAMPUS LAUNDRY. 
Self-service, 9a.m.-9p.m. daily. WIFI. 
Facebook daily specials. 2301 S. Higgins 
(Near Dornblaser field)
Archie’s Backyard Bike Shop UBI 
Certified Bicycle Technician. Our bicycle 
pickup and return service is cycle-
powered!  Same day! Student rates Text or 
voice:  728-5882
   WHERE TO RENT COSTUMES 
Carlo’s 109 3rd St. 543-6350 1000’s 
of costumes. Pirates, flappers, sheiks, 
Marilyn, 80’s, 70’s, fabulous costumes 
everyday 12-8pm.
FOOTBALL
From page 4
sacked five times.
NAU sophomore running back 
Zach Bauman continues to lead the 
Jacks, and Pflugrad said the Griz-
zlies remain wary of him after last 
year’s breakout game.
“Zach Bauman — great run-
ning back out of Phoenix,” Pflugrad 
said.,“Wish he was here, I really do. 
He had 127 yards against us last 
year as a true freshman. In this sta-
dium, that is very, very impressive.”
Before taking the helm at North-
ern Arizona, head coach Jerome 
Souers coordinated the defense for 
the Grizzlies for 12 years.
He and Pflugrad were child-
hood buddies. 
 “(Souers) is a pretty good friend 
of mine, having grown up together 
since sixth grade,” Pflugrad said. “I 
know he’ll have his guys ready.”
daniel.mediate@umontana.edu
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PLEASED?
PISSED? Write a letter.
Please email letters of 300 words or fewer to opinion@
montanakaimin.com, or drop them off in Don Anderson Hall 208. 
Please include a phone number. Letters are printed on Thursdays.
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Sophie Paton laughs while waiting for the bus back to campus from the Quidditch team’s broom-shopping adventure.
PARTING SHOT
